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itself pays toll: funeral materials have gone up 28 per cent. (July
15). Orders have also been made covering the most unexpected
articles such as toothpicks, which are up 50 per cent., and drinking-
straws, up 57 per cent.
The carrying charges on the French railway system and the
rates for parcel post have been increased by 40 per cent. (Decree
published on August 3, 1941).
In December 1941 a horse cost 80,000 francs.
It should be noted that in order to avoid a rise in prices
the Government sometimes takes upon itself part of the costs of
production. Thus to alleviate the increase in the prices of fish it
was decided that the Ministry of Marine should provide for the
difference between the old price of fuel oil, 2000 francs a ton, and
the new price of 6350 francs (Announcement by Radio-Paris,
August io, 1941).
But in all this we can only look for fragmentary information.
We cannot depart from our regular method of proceeding, which
has been only to make use of official documents emanating from
jthe Vichy Government and matter the publication of which has
been authorized in France. Now it is obvious that in such a
connexion the Vichy literature is necessarily far from copious.
The few positive items of information that can be got from it are
all the more precious.
The truth is that the costs of living, which are the costs of the
* black market* since now there is nothing to be found in the
official markets, are beating all records in soaring.
It is naturally impossible to ascertain the prices in operation
outside the official markets. The English and neutral newspapers
often give items of information on this point which our readers
can refer to.
For information we may quote one or two prices indicated by
the Vichy Press: chocolate 125 francs a kilogramme, soap 38
francs a kilo, butter no francs a kilo, woollen cloth 350 francs a
metre, rayon 182 francs a metre (Le Journal, August 16, 1941).
We give also a few prices communicated to us in December 1941
from an especially trustworthy source: a fowl cost 250 francs, a
ham 2000 francs, a litre of vin ordinaire 25 francs, a lounge suit 2000
to 2500 francs, a pair of shoes 500 francs.
We shall not go further into details in this matter.
From our examination of the subject our readers need remember
only the fact that the policy of price-stabilization has already
definitely failed in France. The universal price-rise must manifest
itself with a. more and more accelerated rhythm.